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280 THE JOURNAL OF PHILOSOPHY 

434-478) : Louis Rougier. -An exposition of the principles of M. L. 
Selme's book, Principe de Carnot contre formule empirique de 
Clausius; essai sur la Thermodynamique. According to the writer, 
if the author's views are confirmed, they will modify our notions of 
the degradation of energy, by showing that the principle of Carnot 
is indistinctly applicable to all forms of energy. Notes et documents. 
La representation libre et I'identite personnelle: J. Peres. Revue 
Critique. H. Wildon Carr, The Philosophy of Benedetto Croce. 
The Problem of Art and History: G L. Duprat. J. Segond, La 
guerre mondiale et la vie spirituelle: Lucien Arreat. Revue des 
Periodiques. Necrology (Edouard Abramowski). 
Scott, J. "W. Syndicalism and Philosophical Realism : a Study in the 

Correlation of Contemporary Social Tendencies. London : A. & 

C. Black, Ltd. Pp. 215. 10s. net. 



NOTES AND NEWS 



A meeting of the Aristotelian Society was held' in London on 
March 17, 1919, Dr. G. E. Moore, president, in the chair. Mr. A. E. 
Heath read a paper on "The Scope of the Scientific Method," in 
which he said that though the scientist makes a conscious effort to 
avoid anthropocentric bias in his treatment of any field, this does not 
mean that he is confined to non-human fields. Ethical neutrality of 
method does not imply limitation to an ethically neutral subject-mat- 
ter. Consequently it is held that the scientific method can be applied 
to any domain of experience. This thesis is supported by: (1) The 
claim that what is attempted is always the complete description, by 
both qualitative and quantitative formulae, of an unanalyzed field of 
"primary fact." This is accomplished by the setting up of appro- 
priate conceptual constructions by the two processes of abstraction 
and of generalization by analogy ; the method being sterilized by con- 
stant reference back to primary fact. (2) It is then shown in detail 
that such synthetic ordering of a primary field is both possible and 
helpful in biology, political theory, history, and esthetics — though in 
the more concrete fields only qualitative treatment is as yet possible. 
(3) Finally it is contended that the business of philosophy is the 
analysis of the primary data accepted uncritically in each field. Its 
method is thus a "reverse scientific method." The one is ready to 
increase hypothetical entities for the purposes of economical descrip- 
tion, according to Mach 's principle ; the other limits entities to those 
left after radical analysis, according to Ockham 's principle of parsi- 
mony. And the two principles are not contradictory but comple- 
mentary. 



